[Changes in serum lipoproteins under hormonal therapy of breast carcinoma and other endocrine-dependent tumors].
The higher the low-density-lipoprotein cholesterol (beta lipoprotein) level, the greater the risk that coronary heart disease will develop, alpha-lipoprotein fractions (high-density-lipoproteins) are considered to be protective factors. Medroxyprogesterone acetate is responsible for characteristic changes of the lipoprotein patterns indicating enhanced coronary risks. Medroxyprogesterone acetate is applied in the therapy of breast, uterus and ovarian cancer. A statistically significant decrease was observed in alpha-lipoproteins whereas beta-lipoproteins increased without statistical significance. A similar reaction can be observed under the combination therapy of aminoglutethimide and medroxyprogesterone acetate, whereas the combination of cortisone and aminoglutethimide has a distinct influence on beta-lipoproteins but the alpha-lipoprotein level remains uninfluenced. According to these data the effect of an adjuvant application of these drugs must be carefully evaluated due to an increase of coronary risks.